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Section A : Reading Test(40 marks) 
 

Read the following passage and answer the questions below. 
Shahana‟s husband Mr Zamil Huda works in a company office. His firm has a vacant position. On several 
days he told Shahana, “I want you to apply for the post.” But Shahana said, “Please don‟t insist. I‟m joining 
the local High school as a teacher.” “What do you find in a teaching job, Shahana? I don‟t want you to do 
it.” Her in- laws were also on his side. Yet Shahana joined the school against the will of the family. 
Weeks, months went by. Every day Shahana helps with the household work. Every day she works hard to 
prepare her lessons. Every day she goes to school, teaches her students and helps both weak and bright ones. 
They often come to her in the teachers‟ room, in the corridor and even on the road, and talk to her about any 
academic or personal problems. 
Within a year Shahana becomes a very good teacher. Students give her salam wherever they see her. 
Teachers, even the Headmaster, admire her. Parents and other people in the community come to see her at 
the school and pay her great respect. 
One day her husband said, “You have opened my eyes, Shahana. Teaching is more than a job. I did not 
know it. Congratulations!” 
“Thank you”, she smiled. 
“Tell me Shahana, How you could be such a great teacher!” Zamil wanted to know. “I don‟t only teach my 
subject, I care for my students. I love them. I myself demonstrate good behaviour and inspire them to be 
good. That‟s all I do”, replied Shahana. 
 

1. Guess the meaning of the following words used in the text above.             0.5x10=5   
 (i)  The word „ vacant‟ means………………. . 
         a) empty b) full       c) heave d) gather 
 (ii)  The word „ weak‟ means……………. . 
  a) old           b) feeble c) week                       d) strong 
 (iii)The word „admire‟ means…………… . 
  a) praise                          b) discourage c) recover d) help 
 (iv) The word „several‟ means………………. . 
        a) A number of  b) few c) research d) little 
 (v) The word „demonstrate‟ means………………… . 
        a) demise b) see c) twilight d) exhibit 
 (vi) The word „smile‟ means………………….. . 
  a) cry b) weep                c) laugh d) walk 
 (vii) The word „prepare‟ means……………….. .                                                                                                                                      
  a) perceive                  b) organize c) enlighten d) harm 
 (viii) The word „insist‟ means……………. . 
  a) hue and cry b) persecute c) weep                       d) persist 
 (ix)  The word „inspire‟ means………… . 
          a) encourage b) irritate                     c) turbulent          d) inception 
 (x) The phrase „pay great respect‟ means…………. . 
         a) in brief b) pay heed to       c) honour                      d) inattentive 
 

Read the following text and answer the questions. 
One day Joynul looked for work in his village and in the next village. But his luck did not favour him. He 
was angry—angry with everybody. When he was back home, Nazma failed to serve his meal. That made 
him shout at Nazma. 
“I had a severe headache and a fever,” said Nazma. Joynul was trembling in anger. 
“The cooking is almost done. Wash your hands and feet. I‟ll bring the food soon,” she said. 
“Soon!It will take ages!”Joynul shouted wildly. 



“What do you do the whole day at home? I work and earn money to run the family. You can‟t even cook my 
meals in time!” 

“I don‟t earn money, but I also run the family. I do all the work at home cooking, cleaning, washing, 

husking, taking care of the children-everything, said Nazma. “Remember, you work for money and my work 

in the home can make the family stick together and make it happy. So both types of work are equally 

important.” 

Never before has Joynul thought about these things. He feels guilty. Never before has he looked at Nazma 

with so much admiration and gratitude. 
 

2.  Answer the following questions.             2x5=10 

a) Where did Joynul go for his work? 

b) With whom was he angry? 

c) Who failed to cook food when he returned home? 

d) Why was the food late? 

e) Do you think Joynul‟s behavior towards Nazma is proper? Why/ Why not? 
 

3. Read the text and answer the following questions. 

Satyajit Roy is a cultural legend of India. He was a great writer, film director and producer. He was born in 

Calcutta, on 02 May, 1921. He completed his B.A. in Economics at Presidency College in 1940. Later, he 

studied Fine Arts at the Viswa-Bharati University at Santiniketan. He wrote a number of books. Among 

them „Feluda‟ „Professor Sonku‟ are highly notable. A good number of memorable films were released 

under his direction. Among them „Pother Panchali‟, „Aparajita‟, „Apur Sangsar‟ are highly notable and 

internationally recognized. He was awarded „Oscar‟ for his great film „Pother Panchali‟. He breathed his last 

on 23 April, 1992. 

Humayun Ahmed is a cultural legend of Bangladesh. He was a great writer, novelist, playwright, film 

director and producer. He was born in Netrokona, Bangladesh on 13 November, 1948. He obtained his M.Sc 

with Honours from Dhaka University and Ph.D from North Dakota State University, USA. He started his 

career as a teacher of Dhaka University. Later he left the job. He wrote over 200 books. A few of them are 

„Bohubrihi‟, „Himu‟, „Fera‟ etc. Some of his famous films are „Shonkhonil Karagar‟, „Aguner Poroshmoni‟ 

etc. For his outstanding contribution in literature, he was awarded nationally. He was awarded „Bangla 

Academy Award‟ and „Ekushey Padak‟. He died on 19 July, 2012. 
 

A. Complete the following table with the information given in the passage.           1x5=5 

Events Satyajit Roy Humayun Ahmed 

Born in (city/town, year) a)...........  

Nationality  b)........... 

Occupation c)...........  

Awards  d)........... 

Date of death e)...........  
 

B. Read the following text carefully and answer the questions. 

Jibanananda Das was born in a small town of Barisal in 1899. He took his Masters Degree in English at the 

age of 22. The next year he started his teaching career as a Professor of English at the Kolkata City College. 

He lost the job in 1928 on the charge of publishing a poem in the Parichaya Patrika. But two years after, he 

joined the Ramjash College Delhi but returned to his place of birth the next year. He got an appointment in 

Brajamohan College, Barisal in 1935. In 1947, when the partition was made Jibanananda Das left 

Bangladesh for India. In West Bengal he started editing the Swaraj Patrika. In 1951 he joined the Kharagpur 

College. He was awarded Rabindra Purashkar in 1953. He met with a tram accident on the 14th October, 

1954. He was hospitalized. After a few days he passed away October 22, 1954. 
 

Now, Read the following statements. Write (T) in your answer script if the statement is true. 

Write (F) if the statement is false. If false, give the correct answer.                               1x5=5 

(a) Jibanananda Das got an appointment at Dhaka College, Dhaka in 1935.  

(b) He left Bangladesh before partition in 1947.  

(c) He started editing the Swaraj Patrika in New Delhi.  



(d) Jibanananda Das joined the Kharagpur College in1951.  

(e) Rabindra Purashkar was awarded to Jibanananda Das in 1953.  

4. Complete the text with the right words in the box.         0.5x10=5 

one welfare helpful behaviour rules 

deeds so for society properly 

A good citizen is one who (a) ------- fulfills his role as a citizen following the (b) -------   of his state. 

The (c) ------ of a good citizen must be positive to the (d) -------.He should be a (e)-----   person. To be a 

good citizen he must work (f) ------ others. (g) ------ he should work for the (h) ------ of the nation. To be 

a good citizen, (i) ------ has to prepare oneself to perform good (j) ------- in society.  
 

5. Match the texts in column „A‟ and column „B‟ to make five complete sentences.  1x5=5 

column  A column   B 

a) Nakshi Kantha is (i) artistic pattern. 

b) The name was  (ii) a kind of traditional craft. 

c) „Naksha‟ means   (iii) a kind of embroidered quilt. 

d) It is  (iv) to be indigenous to Bangladesh and West Bengal in India. 

e) It is said (v) taken from the  Bengali word „Naksha‟. 
 

6. Read the texts and rearrange them in correct order.      0.5x10=5 

 (a) One of them started pecking the dog‟s tail. 

 (b) Both the crows went near the dog. 

 (c) The dog dropped the bone and looked at the crow. 

 (d) One day a dog was eating a bony piece of meat under a tree. 

 (e) The dog not only felt disturbed but also became angry. 

 (f) It flew away and after some time returned with another crow. 

 (g) A crow saw him and wished to eat that. 

 (h) In the meantime the other crow flew away with the bone. 

 (i) This made him sad and helpless. 

 (j) The dog ran after the crow but in vain. 
 

Section B : writing(40 marks) 
 

7.  Read the beginning of the story below and complete it in 10 sentences.       10 

There lived a shepherd boy in a certain village. He used to graze a flock of sheep near a forest. It was 

not very far--------------------------------. 
 

8.  Imagine, you are Sakib/Sakiba of Rampura, Khulna. Your friend is Rahim/Rahima who lives in  

Sultanpur, Narail. Your elder sister‟s marriage ceremony will be held on the 25
th

 instant. Now, write a 

letter to your friend inviting him to join the marriage ceremony.      10 
 

9.  Write a dialogue between two friends about their hobbies.       10 
 

10. Write a paragraph on “Your School” answering the following questions.        10 

 (a) What is the name of your school? 

 (b) Where is it situated? 

 (c) Who is the founder of your school? 

 (d) How many teachers, students and classrooms are there in your school? 

 (e) What is the best thing of your school you like most?  

 
 

 

 


